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Metech perek 8). The Radziner Rebbe felt that we should do our

utmost to prepare for the functioning of the Third Beis Ha-

Mikdash, and, to that end, he embarked on a mission to re-

discover the identity of the chilazon, which is used to dye the

woolen techeiles strings.

the chilazonand he encouraged k"" C4q!"di* t" un tfu" dyu *
,

The Beis HaLeai disasreed with the Radziner Rebbe, but the

"*u- "
collection of correspondence between the Rebbe and other

gedolim regarding tkre techeiles (Ein HaTecheiles, p. 13), an

anonymous letter written by a close acquaintance of tl'rc Beis

HaLwi explains the latter's position. He writ9s tha'!'if the BsFe
would have that the chilazon was a sea creature that the

earlier generations were unaware of, the Bels Halaal would

have b*een prepared to agree with his conclusion. Hgwever, the

ave of ih" iuittensh had been recognized fot centuries, and

rtr,q"l4" uq{": g"lgtutig"t did " u

gffi1g in tlrs preparation of fchelles, that is tantamount to a

*eggLtblt tng R"bb"" fi"di.gt *"t "
cuttlefish is not t];re chilazon.

The Soiotaitaliik ftmilrr, however, has a different tradition

urt "
ffir"i"hlk (Shiurim LeZecher Abb a Mari Z" I I, 1983 ed., p. 228),

iJ ifte Soioveitchik cousins heard from the Brlsker \qvljhat

describedln.lhe first versio4, That is, if a species o e

even if the cuttlefish was, in fact the true chil0zolx, it still would

remain nnusable. l^*a* t ia""Wv i*rg,nitrr*,*rr W"k""
chain ol masorah is necessary, and the masorah canrtot be1:gcon-
#'.
structed based on archaeological evidence.
*

ffiespondencq to Rav-Ectvc]-egbn)

believed that the objeSliott qf th" Bels Halet s

that was not available since the time of the Ge'onim, when the
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order of parshiyos. Both sides of the argument seem to hold that

in principle, archaeological evidence, if properly analyzed, is

indeed acceptable. lsee N efesh H aRaa, pp. 52-54.1

This understanding paves the waY fol reliance on the recent

evid_ence identifving the chllazoz as the Murex Trunculus snail

to rcstore the masorah of a.utrterf[tc techriles.8"" if th" 
""id"tt."

proves to be incorrect, the Gemara in Menachos (40a) states

cle?rlv that If an imitatton techeiles, such as kla ilan (indigo\, is

qsgd in error, lr) x)x xn' x) - "Let [the indigo thread] be con-

sidered like white thread." .
t"

fashion.iwhile there is a custom to use white strings as fzltzis

(Rama, Orach Chquim 9:5\, as this Gemara states, tl:re use of blue-

colored strings instead of white ones would not affect the

tAru^."t tt U. *inrn a

safek thatwe are now using a:uthent:rc techeiles, we should apply

the principle of xrntn) xnttxr Poo (a doubt in relation to a
d'oraisa obligation is decided stringently) 4-8" t"q"it"a to

make use of the current techeiles.

ne

purchases the current fechelles strings and uses them in his

fallls, he still will not know if he did, in fact, succeed in

?ccomplisling, t,l.:re mitzaah (see Rav Menachem Ziernba Hy'd,
in Gur Aryeh Yehudah, Kuntres She'eilos U'Teshuaos, simanim

7-8). at

are xrntt: ttnn (seem like arrogance) should have no relevance

in this case, since that consideration is limited to the fulfillmerrt

.of a mi d d as ckas si dus, not w]nen fuMiIhng, a halachic r equit ement

]!ke techeiles n tzitzis.

iIl f*t, it would seem that wearing a tallis without the te-

cheiles strings would constitute a violation of the Io sa'aseh of bal

tigra (not to detract from the mitzrtos of the Torah). The Beis

HaLeai (Teshuaos 1:42) elucidates the definition of thris issur.

If one has detracted from a mitzaah to such an extent that he
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